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first  annual  report  of  the  Tennessee  Free  Library  Commission 
in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  4,  Chapter  177,  of 
the  Acts  of  1909. 

Very  sincerely, 


GLJ 


General  Secretary. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION 
Appointed  by  the  Governor 


r.  G.  H.  Baskette,  Chairman Nashville 

iss  Jennie  Lauderdale,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  . Dyersburg 
rs.  W.  D.  Beard Memphis 

Members  Ex-Officio 

Mr.  J.  W.  Brister.  . . .State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
Miss  Mary  Skeffington State  Librarian 

Executive  Officer 

Mrs.  Pearl  Williams  Kelley, 

General  Secretary  and  Director  of  Library  Extension 


There  is  only  one  solution  of  all  social  problems — in- 
crease of  intelligence  and  sympathy.  To  this  end  newspa- 
pers, schools , and  pulpits  are  useful.  But  these  are  all 
limited  in  their  speech.  Politics , personal  considerations , 
undue  or  misplaced  conservatism — these  make  limitations. 

The  public  library  is  the  broadest  of  teachers , one  may  say 
the  only  free  teacher. 

—Hiller  C.  Wellman. 

N the  wonderful  development  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years,  not  the  least  important  factor  in  its 
growth  has  been  the  development  and  enlargement  of 
,_L  libraries  and  the  growth  of  the  library  idea. 

The  place  of  books  in  a nation,  whose  growth  and  integrity 
rest  upon  the  widespread  intelligence  of  all  its  citizens,  is  signifi- 
cant. One  by  one  the  various  States  in  the  union  have  enacted 
laws  by  means  of  which  communities  may  establish  and  maintain 
collections  of  books  by  taxation.  Furthermore,  the  State,  recog- 
nizing its  responsibility  in  developing  this  means  of  popular 
education,  has  created  State  centers  from  which  books  may  be 
distributed  to  communities  too  small  to  maintain  local  public 
libraries.  In  order  to  make  such  State  distribution  effective  by 
proper  direction  and  supervision,  and  also  to  actively  extend  the 
work  of  public  libraries  throughout  the  State,  State  library 
commissions  have  been  created  to  serve  as  boards  of  library 
extension  and  bureaus  of  library  information  for  the  common- 
wealth in  which  each  exists. 

The  year  1909  marks  the  beginning  of  library  extension  work 
as  a distinct  function  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  a most  far- 
reaching  and  important  beginning  it  has  proven. 

Tennessee  realized  that  a passive  acceptance  of  the  theory 
that  ‘ 'books  are  more  necessary  to  a State  than  arms”  would 
not  bring  results,  and  that  a separate  and  distinct  department 
of  State  was  needed  to  develop  the  library  interests  of  the  State, 
for  the  work  of  library  extension,  if  a part  of  any  other  depart- 
ment of  State,  is  apt  to  be  subordinated  to  that  of  the  depar  ment 
with  which  it  is  connected.  It  suffers,  too,  from  the  lack  of 
standing  out  singly  and  distinctively  as  an  office  having  special 
work  to  be  performed  and  of  an  importance  second  to  nothing. 
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HARRIMAN  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

The  General  Assembly  of  1909  enacted  a law  creating  a Free 
Library  Commission,  defining  its  duties  and  powers  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

AN  ACT  to  promote  the  establishment,  organization  and  efficiency  of  free 
public  libraries,  school  libraries,  traveling  libraries  and  other  libraries, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  create  a Free  Library  Commission  and  define  its 
powers  and  duties. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee , That,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this 
Act,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  three  persons  for  terms  respect- 
ively of  2,  4 and  6 years  who,  with  the  State  Librarian  and  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  shall  constitute  the  Free 
Library  Commission;  and  appointments  shall  be  made  by  the 
Governor  to  fill  unexpired  terms. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  the  officers  of  such 
commission  shall  be  a chairman,  to  be  elected  by  the  members 
thereof  from  among  themselves  for  a term  of  one  year,  and  a 
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secretary,  not  from  their  own  number,  to  be  appointed  by  such 
commission  who  shall  serve  at  the  will  of  the  commission  under 
the  regulations,  and  for  the  compensation  prescribed  by  the 
commission.  The  secretary  shall  keep  a permanent  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  commission  and  also  accurate  accounts  of 
its  receipts,  expenditures  and  other  financial  transactions,  shall 
have  active  charge  of  the  work  imposed  on  the  commission  by 
Section  3 of  this  Act,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are 
imposed  on  him  by  the  commission.  If  funds  be  available  the 
secretary,  in  addition  to  his  compensation,  shall  be  allowed  his 
actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses  when  on  official  business, 
and  the  members  of  the  commission  who  do  not  reside  in  Nash- 
ville may  be  allowed  their  traveling  expenses  to  and  from  Nash- 
ville to  attend  meetings  of  the  commission,  and  any  member 
may  be  allowed  his  necessary  traveling  expenses  incurred  in 
establishing  and  visiting  libraries  in  this  State  under  the  order  of 
the  commission.  Except  the  secretary,  no  officer  or  member  of 
the  commission  shall  be  allowed  any  compensation  for  services 
as  such. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commission  hereby  created  to  encourage  and  promote  the  estab- 
lishment throughout  the  State  of  free  public  libraries,  school 
libraries,  traveling  libraries  and  other  libraries,  and  aid  in  the 
organization  and  administration  thereof  and  in  the  administra- 
tion of  libraries  already  established  in  this  State.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  commission,  when  opportunity  offers,  shall  give  infor- 
mation and  advice  to  all  communities  in  the  State  that  propose 
establishing  such  libraries  as  to  the  best  methods  of  establishment, 
organization  and  administration;  and,  in  the  case  of  any  library 
already  established,  shall,  whenever  requested  by  the  librarian 
or  board  of  directors  or  trustees  thereof,  furnish  like  assistance, 
information  and  advice  to  such  library.  The  commission  is 
authorized  to  purchase  and  accept  gifts  of  books,  periodicals 
and  traveling  libraries  and  circulate  them  in  towns,  villages  and 
farming  and  other  communities  where  needed,  it  being  the  pur- 
pose of  this  provision  to  make  practicable  in  small  communities, 
by  temporary  supplies  thereof,  such  reading  and  study  of  good 
books  and  periodicals  as  is  not  practicable  to  persons  who  have 
not  access  to  libraries. 
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Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  the  commission  hereby 
created  shall  hold  its  meetings  in  the  office  of  the  State  Librarian 
and  its  secretary  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  that  office  for  the 
performance  of  his  duties.  The  commission  shall  hold  a regular 
annual  meeting  in  January  of  each  year.  The  chairman  may, 
and  upon  the  written  request  of  two  of  the  members,  shall  call  a 
meeting  at  any  time  after  written  notice  thereof  to  all  the  mem- 
bers by  the  secretary,  mailed  seven  days  in  advance  of  the  day 
of  such  meeting.  Three  members  shall  constitute  a quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  At  its  annual  meeting  the  chairman 
shall  be  elected,  and  the  commission  shall  prepare  and  at  once 
present  to  the  Governor  a full  report  of  its  operations  since  the 
last  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  this  Act  take  effect  upon 
and  after  its  passage,  the  public  welfare  requiring  it. 

Passed  February  24,  1909.  Wm.  Kinney, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

H.  Hillsman  Taylor, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Approved  March  6,  1909. 

Malcolm  R.  Patterson,  Governor. 
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AN  ACT  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  establishment 
of  libraries  and  create  a Free  Library  Commission,  defining  its  duties  and 
powers,”  it  being  Chapter  1 77  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  of  1909. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee , That  Chapter  177  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Tennessee  of  1909,  entitled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  estab- 
lishment, organization,  and  efficiency  of  free  public  libraries, 
school  libraries,  traveling  libraries,  and  other  libraries,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  create  a Free  Library  Commission  and  define  its 
powers  and  duties,”  be,  and  is,  hereby  amended  so  as  to  add  to 
Section  4 of  said  Act  the  following  words: 

“To  enable  the  Free  Library  Commission  created  by  this  Act 
to  properly  discharge  its  duties,  the  sum  of  $2,500  a year  for  two 
years  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  service  of  a Secretary  and 
State  Library  Organizer,  stationery,  printing,  and  other  legiti- 
mate expenses,  to  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer  upon  proper 
warrants  based  upon  vouchers  signed  by  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Free  Library  Commission  and  approved  by  the 
State  Librarian. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
of  this  commission  shall  be  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
that  said  Secretary  shall  devote  his  or  her  entire  time  to  said 
office,  under  direction  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  this  Act  take  effect  from 
and  after  its  passage,  the  public  welfare  requiring  it. 

Passed  April  18,  1911.  A.  M.  Leach, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

N.  Baxter,  Jr., 

Approved  June  24,  1911.  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Ben  W.  Hooper,  Governor. 

The  Legislature  of  1911  granted  an  appropriation  of  $2,500 
a year  for  two  years  to  carry  on  this  importnat  work,  and  the 
commission  began  active  work  in  July,  1911. 

The  progress  of  the  library  extension  movement  during  the 
past  year  is  indeed  notable  and  highly  encouraging  for  the  future. 

The  creation  of  the  Free  Library  Commission  may  be  regarded 
as  a recognition  of  the  public  library  as  a part  of  the  educational 
system  of  the  State. 
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The  commission  has  constantly  kept  in  view  the  development 
of  the  library  system  as  a whole,  following  two  general  lines  of 
work: 

First. — Encouraging  the  establishment  of  libraries  in  all 
communities  able  to  support  them,  laying  special  emphasis  upon 
a free  county  library  for  every  county  in  Tennessee,  and  bringing 
to  the  highest  possible  standard  of  efficiency  all  the  libraries  in 
the  State. 


UNION  CITY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Second. — Maintaining  a system  of  traveling  libraries  to  aid  in 
solving  the  problem  of  making  free  books  accessible  to  the  entire 
population  of  the  State. 


Field  Work 

The  commission  directs  the  extension  work  throughout  the 
State  and  endeavors  through  every  possible  means  to  obtain  a 
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thorough  knowledge  of  library  conditions,  in  order  that  its  advice 
may  be  adapted  to  local  needs. 

In  towns  where  no  libraries  exist,  whenever  conditions  are 
favorable,  an  effort  is  made  to  arouse  public  interest  through  the 
co-operation  of  individuals  or  local  organizations.  Printed  mat- 
ter is  furnished  for  use  in  newspapers  and  personal  visits  are  made 
to  confer  with  those  interested,  and  when  advisable  to  hold  a 
public  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  the  library  question.  When 
the  library  is  started  either  by  an  association  or  under  municipal 
control,  the  commission  gives  advice  regarding  laws  and  methods 
of  organization,  rules  and  regulation,  selection  and  purchase  of 
books,  furniture  and  supplies,  and  the  director  of  library  exten- 
sion assists  the  local  librarian  in  cataloging  and  preparing  the 
books  for  circulation,  and  installing  the  necessary  business 
methods. 

To  the  libraries  already  established,  the  commission  continues 
to  act  as  a bureau  of  information,  giving  much  advice  through 
correspondence  and  personal  visits  as  to  selection  of  books,  tech- 
nical details,  matters  of  administration,  and  questions  of  library 
policy. 

Library  Visits 

During  the  year  a number  of  visits  have  been  made  by  the 
commission’s  executive  officer.  Some  were  made  to  address 
farmers,  home-makers,  study  and  other  clubs,  and  teachers’ 
meetings,  and  to  make  public  addresses  at  meetings  called  to 
further  local  library  interests,  while  many  were  made  to  confer 
with  librarians  and  to  meet  with  library  boards  for  discussion  of 
some  special  problem,  such  as  building  plans,  county  exten- 
sion. 

The  following  places  have  been  visited:  Athens,  Bell  Buckle, 
Bristol,  Centreville,  Chattanooga,  Clarksville,  Cleveland,  Clin- 
ton, Columbia,  Dayton,  Elizabethton,  Fayetteville,  Fountain 
Head,  Franklin,  Gallatin,  Harriman,  Humboldt,  Jackson,  John- 
son City,  Knoxville,  McKenzie,  Medina,  Memphis,  Milan,  Mor- 
ristown, Murfreesboro,  Shelbyville,  Smyrna,  Sparta,  Trenton, 
Union  City,  Wartrace,  Waverly. 

In  some  instances,  one  place  has  been  visited  as  many  as  six 
times. 


12 


Annual  Report 


JACKSON  FREE  LIBRARY 


Organizing 

The  need  of  trained  help  in  properly  entering,  classifying  and 
cataloging  the  books  in  the  new  libraries  and  installing  a modern 
loan  system,  has  made  the  services  of  the  commission  one  of  the 
most  welcome  aids  provided  by  the  State  for  the  small  library. 
Assistance  has  also  been  given  in  this  way  to  some  of  the  older 
libraries  in  the  work  of  reorganizing  in  conformity  with  present 
requirements. 


Trained  Librarians 

The  ordinary  small  library  very  seldom  has  a trained  libra- 
rian for  the  very  practical  reason  that  it  can  not  afford  one. 
More  often  than  otherwise  the  librarian  is  a resident  of  the  town 
whose  chief  recommendations  for  the  place  are  a love  of  books 
and  a need  of  work.  But  when  she  assumes  the  duties  of  libra- 
rian she  finds  that  she  needs  to  know  some  very  practical  and 
matter-of-fact  things  to  enable  her  to  administer  even  the  small- 
est collection  of  books  in  a way  that  will  justify  its  being  called  a 
library.  She  will  want  to  know  where  to  buy  the  books,  how  to 
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order  them,  which  fifty  she  is  going  to  purchase  out  of  the  hun- 
dreds that  are  published  each  year;  then  she  must  know  how  to 
treat  them  after  she  gets  them  into  the  library,  what  records  she 
is  to  keep,  how  to  make  some  kind  of  a catalog  so  that  there  may 
be  some  key  as  to  the  contents  of  her  library.  Then  there  are 
simple  business  records  that  must  be  kept  so  that  an  accurate 
statement  can  be  made  as  to  the  expenditures  of  the  funds  of 
the  library.  All  this  the  librarian  will  find  that  she  must  know 
and  much  else  in  addition,  and  she  will  find  herself  sadly  beset 
unless  she  has  some  instruction  and  introduction  to  the  usual 
methods  of  handling  this  business.  For  the  benefit  of  these 
librarians,  which  are  most  often  in  the  majority  in  a State,  many 
library  commissions  conduct  annually  a summer  school  in  library 
training,  giving  a five  or  six  weeks’  course  in  modern  library 
methods.  The  fundamental  principles  of  the  work  are  given 
and  those  phases  that  relate  to  the  small  library  particularly  are 
taken  up  in  detail. 


Summer  School 

The  commission  co-operated  with  the  Summer  School  of  the 
South  at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  in  conducting 
a six  weeks’  course  in  library  methods  by  offering  scholarships 
to  those  holding  library  positions  or  under  definite  appointment 
to  such  positions  and  to  teachers  in  charge  of  school  libraries. 

This  department  was  conducted  by  Miss  Fay,  Librarian  of 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  and  her  assistant,  Miss  Eaton. 
The  course  of  instruction  did  not  claim  to  offer  a substitute  for 
regular  library  school  training,  but  was  designed  to  meet  the 
actual  needs  of  our  small  libraries,  and  included  the  following 
course : 

I.  On  the  Use  of  the  Library.  Instruction  in  the  use  of  the  most  essential 
reference  books;  as  encyclopaedias,  general  and  special;  magazine  in- 
dexes; bibliographies;  aids  for  debating  and  composition.  Book  selection 
and  book  buying;  children’s  books  and  reading;  story  telling.  Practice  work. 
For  teachers  and  librarians.  Five  hours.  Six  weeks.  Miss  Eaton. 

II.  Library  Methods.  An  elementary  technical  course  in  cataloguing; 
the  decimal  classification;  the  mending  and  care  of  books;  the  keeping  of 
necessary  records.  Practice  work.  For  teachers  or  others  who  have  the 
administration  of  small  and  especially  school  libraries.  Five  hours.  Six 
weeks.  Miss  Fay. 
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The  following  members  of  the  commission  lectured  to  the 
library  students:  Mrs.  P.  P.  Claxton,  Miss  Mary  Skeffington, 

Mr.  G.  H.  Baskette,  and  Mrs.  Pearl  Williams  Kelley. 

Institution  Libraries 

The  commission  has  included  in  its  field  of  activity  some  of 
the  State’s  charitable  and  correctional  institutions. 

Through  the  generosity  of  one  public-spirited  Tennessean, 
the  commission  was  able  to  donate  a choice  selection  of  books  to 
the  library  at  the  main  State  prison.  It  was  realized  that  to 
“open  a library  and  you  close  a prison”  was  largely  true,  as  a 
love  of  good  reading  drives  out  the  lower  tastes.  Assistance  was 
also  rendered  to  the  book  committee  in  the  selection  of  books  and 
to  the  building  committee  in  regard  to  plans  for  the  new  library 
soon  to  be  erected  by  the  prisoners  themselves  from  brick  also 
made  by  the  prisoners.  As  soon  as  the  books  are  installed  in 
the  new  library,  the  commission  will  aid  in  the  cataloging  of 
them. 


THE  TENNESSEE  STATE  LIBRARY 
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Publications 

The  commission  has  issued  the  following  lists  and  leaflets: 

What  the  Tennessee  Free  Library  Commission  means  to  Ten- 
nessee. 

Free  Traveling  Libraries. 

List  of  Books  on  Agriculture. 

List  of  Books  on  Household  Economics. 

Tennessee  Library  Association 

First  in  order  and  one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  the  library 
development  of  Tennessee  has  been  the  Tennessee  Library  Asso- 
ciation. It  represents  the  organized  library  interests  of  the  State 
and  its  membership  is  composed  of  librarians,  library  trustees 
and  well-wishers  of  the  work.  The  last  annual  meeting  was  held 
at  Nashville  January  9-10,  1912,  and  brought  together  a band 
of  interested  library  workers. 

The  sessions  were  held  at  the  Carnegie  Library.  A number 
of  good  speakers  were  present,  and  the  subjects  discussed  repre- 
sented the  wide  educational  outlook  of  modern  library  work. 
The  following  officers  were  elected:  Honorary  President,  Mrs. 

P.  P.  Claxton,  Washington,  D.  C.;  President,  Mr.  G.  H.  Bas- 
kette,  Nashville;  First  Vice-President,  Miss  Lucy  Fay,  Knox- 
ville; Second  Vice-President,  Miss  Alice  Drake,  Jackson;  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Pearl  Williams  Kelley,  Nashville. 


It  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  bestow  a greater  benefit 
upon  a young  man  than  to  give  him  access  to  books  in  a free 
library.  — John  Bright. 
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Free  Public  Libraries  in  Tennessee 


The  number  of  free  public  libraries  supported  by  municipal 
taxation  and  occupying  regular  library  buildings  in  Tennessee 
is  quite  small.  Libraries  of  this  nature  are  located  at  Nashville, 
Memphis,  Chattanooga,  Jackson,  Brownsville,  Union  City,  and 
Harriman.  Memphis  and  Nashville  are  now  preparing  to  erect 
and  maintain  branch  libraries.  Knoxville  is  taking  steps 
towards  establishing  a free  public  library.  Williamson  County 
is  making  ready  to  establish  a free  county  library  located  at 
Franklin. 

Subscription  Libraries 

Tennessee  has  a number  of  flourishing  subscription  libraries 
existing  throughout  the  State,  usually  started  and  largely  sup- 
ported by  women’s  clubs  and  library  associations,  a few  of  them 


ries:  Athens,  Bristol,  Clarksville,  Cleveland,  Columbia, 

Cookeville,  Dyersburg,  Fayetteville,  Gallatin,  Huntingdon, 
Johnson  City,  Murfreesboro,  Paris  and  Sweetwater.  Greene 
County  has  a flourishing  subscription  county  library  located  at 
Greeneville.  This  library  is  maintained  by  an  incorporated 
Library  Association,  and  is  absolutely  free  to  every  citizen  of 
the  county. 

Traveling  Libraries 

It  is  much,  but  it  is  not  enough,  that  cities  and  towns  should 
maintain  free  libraries  for  their  inhabitants.  But,  granting  even 


receiving  aid  from  city 
councils  and  generally 
open  to  the  public  as 
a reading  room  or 
reference  library,  the 
books  being  loaned  to 
members  of  the  club 
or  association. 


“once  upon  a time” 


The  following  towns 
have  the  most  influen- 
tial subscription  libra- 
ries, with  the  promise 
of  soon  developing 
into  free  public  libra- 
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that  every  town  of  reasonable  size  does  have  a library,  this  still 
leaves  the  great  rural  population  unprovided  for  in  the  matter 
of  books.  It  is  not  only  the  province  of  the  State,  but  it  is  its 
very  urgent  duty  to  do  all  in  its  power  for  the  enrichment  and 
development  of  the  life  of  its  rural  population,  and  this  can  only 
be  done  by  the  removal  of  that  isolation  that  has  been  the  bane 
of  country  life,  and  carrying  to  the  dwellers  of  the  country  some 
of  the  advantages  that  have  come  to  be  accepted  as  necessities 
by  the  dwellers  of  the  city. 

It  will  readily  be  conceded  that  the  rural  school  is  the  first 
requisite  for  the  betterment  of  country  life.  But  the  scope  of 
the  rural  school  is  necessarily  limited  and  the  rural  library  not 
only  takes  up  the  work  where  the  school  leaves  off,  but  works 
jointly  with  the  school  and  makes  its  work  more  effective.  In 
fact,  the  doctrine  for  the  betterment  of  rural  life  may  be  said 
to  have  for  its  basis  the  trinity,  good  schools,  good  roads  and 
good  libraries. 

This  problem  of  the  rural  people  has  been  solved  in  part  by 
the  traveling  library,  an  agency  that  has  been  properly  classed 
with  good  roads,  trolley  lines,  telephones  and  rural  free  delivery 
in  bringing  the  outside  world  to  people  living  in  rural  commu- 
nities. 


Toast  to  Traveling  Libraries 
Here's  to  our  traveling  libraries;  the  promoters  of  civili- 
zation; the  makers  of  true  homes;  the  moral  uplifters  of 
communities;  the  benefactors  of  our  district  schools;  true 
missionaries  in  the  homes  of  the  isolated;  co-operators  with 
the  district  school  library;  destined  to  one  day  become  one 
of  the  most  powerful  influences  in  our  State. 

— Mrs.  Edward  Porter,  Estella,  Wis. 

Former  Custodian  Traveling  Library. 


Traveling  Libraries  in  Tennessee 
As  has  been  the  case  in  many  other  States,  the  traveling 
library  system  in  Tennessee  was  inaugurated  by  the  State  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 

During  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  W.  D.  Beard,  who  is  a member 
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of  the  Library  Commission,  the  Tennessee  Federation  of  Women’s 
Clubs  sent  out  the  first  traveling  libraries  in  the  State. 

In  all  efforts  to  secure  the  enactment  of  the  law  creating  the 
Free  Library  Commission  the  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs 
rendered  most  valuable  and  untiring  assistance. 

When  the  commission  began  active  work  the  traveling  libra- 
ries belonging  to  the  federation  were  turned  over  to  the  commis- 
sion, and  are  now  being  operated  by  it,  together  with  a carefully 
planned  system  of  its  own. 

Tennessee  Free  Traveling  Libraries 
Traveling  libraries  are  a collection  of  fifty  books  of  general 
reading  which  are  loaned  to  any  community  in  the  State,  not 
accessible  to  a library  center.  They  consist  of  books  of  interest 
in  popular  science,  history,  travel,  biography,  agriculture  and 
household  economics,  as  well  as  a liberal  supply  of  fiction  and 
books  for  children. 
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How  Obtained 

Any  community  or  Study  Club  may  form  a Traveling  Library 
Association  by  obtaining  the  signature  of  three  responsible  citi- 
zens to  the  agreement  blanks  furnished  by  the  commission, 
appointing  a librarian,  and  providing  a suitable  place  of  keeping 
for  the  library. 

The  books  are  the  property  of  the  State  and  must  be  loaned 
free  of  charge  to  any  responsible  person  wishing  to  use  them. 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  OPEN 

Place  of  Keeping 

A suitable  place  must  be  provided  for  the  library,  one  that  is 
easily  accessible  to  the  entire  neighborhood. 

The  Librarian 

The  librarian  is  responsible  to  the  commission  for  the  care 
and  safe  return  of  the  books,  and  is  expected  to  advertise  and 
circulate  the  books  as  widely  as  possible  and  to  make  a very 


Tennessee  Free  Library  Commission 


21 


simple  report  to  the  commission  when  the  books  are  returned. 
Full  instructions  are  sent  with  the  library. 

Time  of  Keeping 

The  library  may  be  kept  for  the  period  of  six  months,  and 
returned  to  the  commission  office  for  exchange. 

Individual  Loans 

One  or  two  books  are  loaned  from  this  collection  to  any 
individual  through  request  made  by  the  librarian  of  the  local 
traveling  library.  When  there  is  no  traveling  library  station, 
the  books  are  loaned  to  individuals  upon  application  signed  by 
a school  officer  of  the  district.  Not  more  than  two  or  three 
books  may  be  borrowed  at  one  time.  They  may  be  kept  for 
two  months  and  the  borrower  pays  the  postage  or  express 
charges  both  from  and  to  Nashville. 

Study  Clubs 

Libraries  for  study  are  loaned  to  any  Study  Club  in  the  State 
upon  application  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  club  The  books 
may  be  kept  for  the  period  of  the  club  year.  The  club  pays  the 
freight  charges  both  ways.  Requests  for  such  libraries  should 
include  list  of  topics  to  be  considered. 

It  is  through  the  traveling  libraries  that  the  commission 
touches  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  at  the  greatest  number  of  points. 
They  promote  neighborliness  and  are  a great  social  factor, 
uniting  a community  through  a common  possession  and  interest. 
They  enable  a citizen  to  gain  what  James  Russell  Lowell  terms 
“the  best  part  of  a man’s  education — that  which  he  gives  him- 
self.” 

No  book  is  ever  placed  in  any  of  the  commission’s  traveling 
libraries  that  does  not  serve  at  least  one  of  three  purposes:  It 

must  inform,  refresh,  or  inspire. 

The  commission  is  pleased  to  report  a steady  and  increased 
demand  for  traveling  libraries  throughout  the  entire  State. 
There  have  been  sent  seventy-six  of  these  attractive  cases  of  good 
books  into  one  hundred  and  twelve  different  rural  communities  and 
into  fifty-one  counties.  They  have  been  sent  to  the  most  obscure 
landings  up  and  down  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers; 
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they  have  penetrated  the  mountain  fastnesses;  they  have  gone 
into  the  most  isolated  regions  of  the  lowlands  and  into  the  most 
prosperous  sections  of  our  blue  grass  country.  Postoffices,  gen- 
eral stores,  newspaper  offices, 
schools,  churches,  and  sometimes 
the  hospitable  farm  home,  have 
all  served  as  stations.  The  circu- 
lation of  books  from  these  libraries 
has  been  large,  as  shown  by  the 
reports  of  the  local  libraries. 

During  the  year  the  commission 
has  sent  seventy-six  traveling 
libraries  into  one  hundred  and 
twelve  different  communities  and 
into  sixty-one  counties  and  has 
made  fourteen  individual  loans  of  books. 

The  localities  receiving  the  benefit  of  these  libraries  are  as 
follows: 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  IN  THE 
SCHOOL 


Adams 

Coalmont 

Franklin 

Leoma 

Arcadia 

College  Grove 

Goodlettsville 

Livingston 

Asylum  Sta. 

Columbia 

Granville 

Lynchburg 

Baxter 

Comfort 

Greeneville 

McEwen 

Beersheba 

Cookeville 

Hadleys  Bend 

McKenzie 

Springs 

Cottage  Grove 

Haley 

McNairy 

Bells 

Covington 

Hartsville 

Martin 

Bellwood 

Culleoka 

Henryville 

Medina 

Benton 

Cutrell’s  Bar 

Hickory  Grove  Milan 

Bethpage 

Daniels  Land- 

Hickory Point 

Monterey 

Bigbyville 

ing 

Humboldt 

Morristown 

Big  Sandy 

Dayton 

Huntingdon 

Mountain  City 

Bloomington 

Decaturville 

Hustburg 

Murfreesboro 

Springs 

Denver 

Jacksboro 

Palmersville 

Bolivar 

Dickson 

Joelton 

Parsons 

Brownsville 

Double  Springs  Johnson  City 

Portland 

Brush  Creek 

Ducktown 

Kenton 

Pulaski 

Burns 

Dyer 

Kingston 

Quebeck 

Camden 

Dyersburg 

Kingston 

Reagan 

Carters  Creek 

Edenwold 

Springs 

Rives 

Carthage 

Elmwood 

Knoxville, 

Rock  Island 

Centreville 

Eva 

R.  F.  D.  No.  2 Rockvale 

Chestnut  Hill 

Farmington 

LaFollette 

Rogersville 

Clifton 

Flintville 

Leach 

Scotts  Hill 

Clinton 

Fountain  Head  Lawrenceburg 

Sevierville 
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Slaters  Chapel 
Smartt 
Smyrna 
Somerville 
Spring  City 


Sugar  Tree  Trenton 

Sunbright  Union  City 

Sweetwater  Watertown 

Tennessee  City  Well  Spring 


Westmoreland 
Whites  Creek 
Whiteville 
Winchester 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  IN  A DRUG  STORE 


The  counties  that  have  been  reached  by  the  traveling  libraries 


are  as  follows: 
Anderson 

Greene 

McNairy 

Robertson 

Bedford 

Grundy 

Marion 

Rutherford 

Benton 

Hamblen 

Marshall 

Sevier 

Bledsoe 

Hardeman 

Maury 

Smith 

Campbell 

Hawkins 

Monroe 

Sullivan 

Carroll 

Haywood 

Montgomery 

Sumner 

Cheatham 

Henderson 

Moore 

Tipton 

Crockett 

Henry 

Morgan 

Trousdale 

Davidson 

Hickman 

Obion 

Warren 

Decatur 

Humphreys 

Overton 

Washington 

Dickson 

Johnson 

Perry 

Wayne 

Dyer 

Knox 

Polk 

Weakley 

Fayette 

Lawrence 

Putnam 

White 

Franklin 

Lincoln 

Rhea 

Williamson 

Gibson 

McMinn 

Roane 

Wilson 

Giles 

Individual 

loans  of  books  have  been  made 

to  the  following 

places : 

Allens  Creek 

Clifton 

Huntingdon 

Madisonville 

Bethpage 

Columbia 

Johnson  City 

Pikeville 

Bristol 

Eidson 

LaFollette 

Reagan 

Carthage 

Farmington 
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TRAVELING  LIBRARY  IN  A COUNTRY  STORE 


There  are  jive  factors  in  our  civilization , I suppose — the 
family , the  church , //ze  government , //ze  individual , and  the 
hook.  The  hook  is  the  mightiest  representative  of  life  that 
exists.  It  stands  for  all  past  life. 

— Charles  F.  Thwing. 


Exhibits 

To  bring  the  attention  of  the  traveling  library  to  those  in 
attendance  at  the  State  Fair  an  exhibit  was  placed  in  the  Woman’s 
Building.  An  attempt  was  made  to  visualize  the  work  of  the 
commission,  especially  in  connection  with  the  traveling  library 
work.  Books  on  agriculture,  home  economics,  the  country 
school,  the  country  church  and  all  phases  of  country  life  were 
displayed. 

The  trains  touring  the  State  in  the  interest  of  agriculture, 
education  and  health  have  displayed  a number  of  the  commis- 
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sion’s  traveling  libraries.  A large  number  of  interested  inquiries 
have  resulted  from  these  exhibits  where  many  rural  citizens 
became  acquainted  with  the  traveling  library  for  the  first  time. 

Future  Development  of  the  Commission 
The  work  of  the  Library  Commission  has  but  opened  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  various  forms  of  its  activity  simply  show  the  direc- 
tion, not  the  volume  of  effort,  to  give  help  and  instruction,  and  the 
usefulness  of  books,  whether  in  large  libraries,  traveling  libraries 
or  deposit  stations. 

There  will  be  no  relaxation  in  the  future  development  of  the 
commission,  and  within  the  next  few  years  it  is  hoped  that,  under 
its  inspiration  and  leadership,  there  will  be  a free  public  library 
in  every  city  or  town  of  over  2,500  inhabitants.  Every  educa- 
tional institution,  great  and  small,  will  be  encouraged  to  equip 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  BEING  DELIVERED  AT  A FARM  HOME 
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itself  with  this  most  remarkable  of  all  educational  agencies. 
And  above  and  beyond  all  will  be  the  purpose  to  build  up  a body 
of  trained  librarians  to  administer  them. 

More  than  all  else  will  the  commission  urge  the  establishment 
of  a free  county  library  for  all  counties  in  Tennessee,  believing 
that  the  justification  for  the  increased  taxation  for  such  an  insti- 
tution lies  in  the  results  toward  the  general  welfare  that  it  accom- 
plishes. Anything  that  tends  towards  a more  enlightened  and 
efficient  citizenship  is  a legitimate  subject  for  encouragement  by 
public  support,  either  wholly  or  in  part. 

The  modern  public  library  believes  that  it  should  find  a 
reader  for  every  book  on  its  shelves  and  provide  a book  for 
every  reader  in  its  community , and  that  it  should  in  all 
cases  bring  book  and  reader  together. 

— Arthur  E.  Bostwick. 


MARYLAND  BOOK  WAGON 
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A Free  County  Library  for  Every  County 
in  Tennessee 

Among  the  many  agencies  now  at  work  to  bring  town  and 
country  together  and  to  give  to  people  in  the  country  and  the 
town  the  same  benefits  of  school,  library  and  other  general  wel- 
fare taxes,  none  is  more  promising  than  the  county  library. 
The  county  high  school  contains  the  germ  of  the  idea  that  is  the 
essential  one  in  county  libraries.  The  county  as  a unit  of  taxa- 
tion and  effort,  promises  larger  results  than  the  scattered  efforts 
of  its  various  communities  could  hope  to.  The  necessity  and 
justice  of  putting  a high  school  education  within  the  reach  of  all 
pupils  in  a county  is  apparent — the  desirability  of  establishing 
county  libraries  is  gaining  recognition  as  the  significance  of  such 
libraries  is  realized. 

Conspicuous,  in  that  it  has  served  as  a model  for  many  other 
county  libraries  is  the  Washington  County  Free  Library,  at 
Hagerstown,  Maryland.  This  was  opened  in  1901,  free  to  all 
residents  of  the  county.  The  central  library  is  located  in  a town 
of  20,000  in  the  midst  of  an  agricultural  population  of  30,000 
spread  over  500  square  miles.  The  library  aims  to  be  as  vital 
a thing  in  the  country  as  the  town.  Deposit  stations  in  country 
stores,  creameries,  toll  gates  or  in  private  houses  have  been 
located  in  every  part  of  the  county.  Cases  of  books  are  sent  to 
these  places  to  remain  several  months.  Any  borrower  living  in 
the  country  may  ask  by  mail  or  telephone  for  a desired  book  and 
it  will  be  mailed  to  him.  Collections  of  books  and  pictures  are 
sent  to  the  country  schools,  and  members  of  the  library  staff  visit 
these  schools  to  interest  the  children  in  the  books,  pictures  and 
story  telling. 

The  remote  stations  away  from  the  railroad  are  reached  by  a 
book  wagon  designed  to  carry  cases  of  books  for  deposit  stations 
and  also  about  200  volumes  on  its  shelves  for  patrons  to  choose 
from.  This  is  a kind  of  rural  free  delivery.  It  takes  the  book 
direct  to  the  reader.  The  complete  plan  of  county  extension 
contemplates  permanent  branch  libraries  which  will  maintain 
reading  rooms  and  be  sub-stations  for  book  distribution. 

In  whatever  form  the  county  library  develops,  one  of  its  chief 
fields  of  usefulness  is  with  the  country  schools,  for  if  the  attractive 
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book  and  the  story  hour  are  helpful  to  the  children  in  the  cities, 
they  are  equally  so  for  the  country  children.  It  has  been  found 
to  be  very  difficult  to  keep  live  and  growing  libraries  in  country 
schools.  Certain  books  for  reference  and  general  use  should  be 
in  every  school.  There  is  a sufficient  number  of  them  to  absorb 
all  the  money  that  any  school  district  can  raise  for  library  pur- 
poses. The  constant  stream  of  fresh  literature  which  alone  can 
keep  a library  alive  must  come  from  some  other  source.  A wisely 
directed  exchange  of  books  from  the  free  county  library  among 
the  school  districts  would  have  an  incalculable  influence  for  good 
on  the  reading  habits  of  all  the  pupils. 

There  is  no  movement  for  social  betterment  of  country  and 
village  life  that  would  not  be  forwarded  by  a county  library. 
The  farmers’  institutes,  the  good  roads  association,  the  home- 
makers clubs,  and  various  societies  for  rural  advancement,  would 
find  the  county  library  an  efficient  agency  for  spreading  various 
sorts  of  rural  gospel. 

One  agency  for  disseminating  knowledge  that  the  county 
library  could  turn  to  great  public  advantage  is  the  parcels  post. 
The  parcels  post  system,  coupled  with  almost  universal  telephone 
service  in  the  rural  districts,  would  make  a county  library  vibrate 
with  responsiveness  to  the  needs  of  its  patrons. 

Imagine  a farmer  on  a rural  route  possessed  with  a sudden 
desire  for  a book  that  lays  bare  the  mysteries  of  filling  a silo 
going  to  the  telephone  and  calling  up  the  county  library  and 
stating  his  case.  If  the  rural  carrier  has  not  left  town  for  the 
day’s  trip,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  book  to  be  hurried 
to  him  and  reach  its  destination  within  a few  hours. 

Consider  what  it  would  mean  to  the  children  in  a certain  rural 
school  if  their  teacher  could  telephone  to  the  county  library  for 
books  on  Africa,  American  history,  or  material  for  Thanksgiving 
entertainments,  and  have  them  come  out  in  time  to  be  of  desired 
service.  If  the  pupils  in  another  country  school  are  to  debate 
on  a given  subject  and  decide  to  consult  the  county  library  in 
person  on  Saturday,  a word  to  the  librarian  by  telephone  would 
insure  that  upon  their  arrival  on  Saturday  they  would  find  all 
material  in  readiness,  so  that  they  could  make  the  most  of  their 
time. 

A county  library  is  more  than  a place  where  all  the  people  of 
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a county  may  go  to  read,  study  or  borrow  books.  Its  central 
activity  is  that  of  getting  the  books  into  the  hands  of  people 
who  can  not  go  to  the  library  to  get  them.  Its  mission  is  to 
encourage  all  the  people  to  desire  books  and  know  how  to  use 
them.  It  is  not  a passive  missionary  of  the  book.  It  must 
contribute  laregely  to  the  distribution  of  knowledge. 


A county  library  would  benefit  personally  more  people  than 
any  other  social  and  educational  activity  that  people  are  already 
paying  taxes  to  support. 

A bulletin  published  quarterly  in  the  interest  of  library  affairs 
in  the  State  is  much  needed  and  desired. 

There  is  a strong  call  for  a picture  collection  to  be  loaned  with 
art  books  for  study  clubs  and  for  exhibit  purposes  in  small  towns, 
libraries  and  schools. 


MARYLAND  BOOK  WAGON  ON  ITS  ROUTE 
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It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  commission  to  co-operate  with 
the  School  for  the  Blind  in  circulating  individual  loans  of  books 
for  the  blind  wherever  this  unfortunate  class  of  readers  may  be 
found  in  the  State.  A special  regulation  of  the  postal  service 
allows  these  books  to  be  mailed  free  of  postage  to  any  part  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  approaching  session  of  the  Legislature 
will  more  adequately  provide  for  the  larger  development  of  every 
phase  of  the  commission’s  activities. 


Free  corn  in  old  Rome  bribed  a mob  and  kept  it  passive. 
By  free  books  and  what  goes  with  them  in  modern  America 
we  mean  to  erase  the  mob  from  existence.  There  lies  the 
cardinal  difference  between  a civilization  which  perished 
and  a civilization  that  will  endure. 


— J.  N.  Larned. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE,  1912. 


Appropriation $2,500.00 

Disbursements 

Secretary’s  salary $1,000.00 

Books 774-21 

Office  supplies  (typewriter,  printing,  etc.).  . . . 288.75 

Shipping  cases 125.00 

Travel  and  incidental  expenses 312.04 

$2,500.00 


